Clinical efficacy of pitavastatin, a new 3-hydroxy-3-methylglutaryl coenzyme A reductase inhibitor, in patients with hyperlipidemia. Dose-finding study using the double-blind, three-group parallel comparison.
Pitavastatin (CAS 147526-32-7, NK-104), the first totally synthetic 3-hydroxy-3-methylglutaryl coenzyme A (HMG-CoA) reductase inhibitor discovered in Japan, was examined. Pitavastatin significantly decreased the serum levels of total cholesterol (TC) and low-density lipoprotein cholesterol (LDL-C) at doses of 1 mg/day or more, and significant dose-dependence of the effect of this drug was observed within the dose range from 1 mg/day to 4 mg/day. It also significantly decreased the serum levels of triglycerides (TG) within this dose range. There was no dose-dependence of the incidence of adverse reactions to pitavastatin.